The great drug policy debate--what means this thing called decriminalization?
The contemporary debate over decriminalization mimics in almost every respect a debate that took place in the 1960s and early 1970s. In both the earlier challenges to the status quo and the current attack on the criminalization of drug use, critics have stressed the counterproductive consequences of the prohibitionist ethos. Although it is unlikely that America will move toward decriminalization in the near future, the current debate provides an opportunity to examine the underlying premises of the massive expenditure of resources on repressive measures.